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named. It sits in the otyevereko^ that is, in a skin tied to
the back [of the mother]. On the way [to the okuruo] she
is followed by omuatye ondangere, that is, the eldest un-
married daughter of the Chief, who has charge of the sacred
fire, since this must never be allowed to go out. This maiden
priestess or vestal, however she may be called, sprinkles, on
the way to the okuruo^ with water which she carries in a
dish, the back of the mother and the child." 1 Elsewhere
Mr. Dannert defines the okuruo as the " [place of] the sacred
fire ", and tells us that it is always towards the west of the
chief's house.2 From his account we learn that the Damara
Vestal not only tends the sacred fire but assists at the purifica-
tion of a woman after childbirth by sprinkling the mother
and her child with water. We are not told that the Roman
Vestals discharged any such function, though the standing
epithet of " Mother " applied to Vesta might suggest that
she was a patroness of women in childbed.
Again, speaking of the Herero or Damaras, another
writer, the Rev. H. Beiderbecke, tells us that " the eldest
unmarried daughter of a Chief is called ' The big girl', and
' Favourite ', occupying also a ' privileged ' position. She is
the guardian and carrier of the sacred fire.)J 3 Again, Dr.
Hans Schinz, who travelled in what was then German
South-West Africa between 1884 and 1887, describes the
okuruo of the Herero as the place in a Herero kraal where
is the ash-heap with the sacred fire, " the care of which is
committed to the eldest unmarried daughter of the (chief's)
Great Wife. The fire", he says, "must be kept up con-
tinuously ; at night it is brought into the hut of the (chiefs)
Great Wife and is there carefully preserved from extinction.
But should it go out, which is always interpreted as an evil
omen, it must be relit by the friction of the two fire-sticks." *
Once more, the German missionary, J. Irle, who has given
us a full and excellent account of the Herero, informs us
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